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HERITAGE

‘Two Dorothies’ 
fi nd a new home
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The twin Tudor homes were 
Kerrisdale landmarks for more 
than eight decades.
On Monday morning, they were 
plucked from their foundations 
at 2827 and 2837 West 43rd Ave. 
and moved a couple of blocks 
north to 2820 West 41st, where 
they will be part of a new, eight-
unit development.
Both homes were slated for 
demolition last year, when 
developer Trasolini Chetner 
purchased them for $1.95 million 
apiece and announced plans for 
two new 4,500-sq.-ft homes.
But there was a public backlash 
and the houses were on 
Vancouver’s heritage registry, 
which off ered them some 
protection. So the developer 
worked out a deal with the city 
to move the Two Dorothies to the 
new site.
“We worked with the city and 
came up with a project under 
the Heritage Revitalization 
Agreement program,” said 
developer Rob Chetner. “We’re 
going to put a garden suite 
down on the lower level. The top 
two fl oors we’ll maintain intact 
as one townhouse unit. In the 
back and behind the Dorothies 
we’re going to build two infi ll 
homes that will be a side-by-side 
duplex.”
Neighbour Peter Trant is glad 
the city stepped up to cut a deal 
with the developer to save the 
houses.
“I think it’s a crime the 
houses that are coming 
down,” said Trant. “I hope 
(the accommodation for the 
Dorothies is) a trend that is 
going to continue.” 

 ABOUT THE HOMES
Built in 1931, the 2,400-sq.-ft 
structures are among the most 
charming houses in Vancouver. 
Their steep roo� ine, arched 
windows and timber-on-white-
stucco facades make them look 
like something out of a fairy 
tale.
Adding to their allure was their 
wonderful nickname, a nod to 
neighbours Dorothy MacMillan 
and Dorothy Smith, who lived 
in the homes for many years.

 THE PROCESS
Moving a house is no small 
undertaking.
“Each house would be around 
50 tons, or 100,000 pounds per 
house,” said Jeremy Nickel of 
Nickel Brothers, which moved the 
houses. “We put an engineered 
steel framework underneath the 
building, we jack the building up 
in the air using a hydraulic jacking 
system, and then we put in our 
transporter under the building, our 
wheels and truck.
“Once we do that, then it’s ready 
to roll, and we roll it down the 
road, get it to the site, and do the 
reverse — jack it back up and pull 
the transporter out.”

 THE OVERHEAD
Much of the cost of moving a 
house is the overhead wires that 
must be taken down in order for 
a two-storey building to pass 
down the street.
“One of the challenges we have 
in the city are the many trolley 
lines that are only 16 feet above 
the pavement,” said Nickel. 
“They’re a major part of the cost, 
the trolley lines. The Hydro lines 
are generally up around 21, 22 
feet, the Telus lines are around 
18 feet. We can move most one-
storey buildings underneath 
18-foot lines.”

 THE MOVE
The move started at 9:40 a.m. 
and was over by 11:15 a.m. 
Dozens of people watched from 
the street, including Pam Hill, 
who brought her granddaugh-
ters Hannah and Sophie to see 
the spectacle.
“We used to walk past them all 
the time,” said Hill. “When we 
saw the ‘For Sale’ signs go up, 
we thought ‘Oh, we hope they 
don’t end up being knocked 
down.’ So it was nice that some-
one has decided to save them.
“(The demolition of old houses 
like this) is spoiling the city, 
really. Some of them are really 
nice houses that go.”

 THE COST
Nickel said moving the two 
homes will probably cost 
about $140,000.
“Costs are all relative,” he said. 
“There’s the moving costs, and 
the cost of removing all the 
obstructions, utilities and so 
forth. I think overall the move 
was in and around $70,000 
and the utility costs are still 
yet to be known … but I think 
will be somewhere around 
the same number.” 

 COST SAVINGS
Nickel said the move would 
have cost much more, but 
the City of Vancouver really 
worked to keep the cost 
down.
“The City of Vancouver gave 
us permission to move during 
the daytime,” he explained. 
“That’s unprecedented; I 
take my hat o�  to them. That 
brought a lot of the costs 
down for the utilities. At 
nighttime, everything gets 
more expensive, and it’s more 
dangerous.”
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• BONUS Shipboard Credit up to $750+
• FREE Pre-PaidGratuities (valued up to $44/day)+

•FREEUnlimited InternetPackage+
•50%ReducedDeposits+

(Bonus Perks apply to Select Sailings)

OCEANIA’S LARGEST
CANADIAN TRAVEL PARTNER

w
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Apr 7, 2014 | Miami To Barcelona | 14 days
Visiting Kings Wharf, Funchal (Madeira) & Tangier.

May 17, 2014 | San Francisco To Vancouver | 10 days
Visiting Astoria, Sitka, Juneau, Ketchikan & Victoria.

May 22, 2014 | New York To London | 16 days
Visiting Bar Harbor, Halifax, Sydney, Quebec City, Corner Brook, L’anse
Aux Meadows, Cork (Cobh), Dublin & Falmouth (Cornwall).

Jun 11, 2014 | Venice To Rome | 7 days
Visiting Dubrovnik, Corfu, Taormina (Sicily), Amalfi/Positano & Olbia/Porto Cervo (Sardinia).

Jun 18, 2014 | Roundtrip Rome | 10 days
Visiting Florence/Pisa/Tuscany (Livorno), Portofino, Monte Carlo, Saint-Tropez,
Provence (Marseille), Barcelona, Palma de Mallorca & Amalfi/Positano.

Aug 15, 2014 | Venice to Rome | 7 days
Visiting Split, Kotor, Tirana (Durres), Corfu, Taormina (Sicily) & Sorrento/Capri.

Sep 6, 2014 | Monte Carlo To London | 14 days
Visiting Barcelona, Malaga, Seville (Cadiz), Lisbon, Oporto, La Coruna, Bilbao,
Bordeaux (Le Verdon), Bordeaux, Lorient & Saint-Malo.

Sep 15, 2014 | London To Copenhagen | 12 days
Visiting Bruges (Zeebrugge), Amsterdam, Berlin (Warnemunde), Helsinki,
St. Petersburg, Tallinn, Klaipeda & Gdansk (Gdynia).

Oct 12, 2014 | Barcelona To Istanbul | 10 days
Visiting Provence (Marseille), Monte Carlo, Florence/Pisa/Tuscany (Livorno), Rome (Civitavecchia),
Sorrento/Capri, Taormina (Sicily), Argostoli (Cephalonia), Santorini & Kavala/Philippi.

Jan 4, 2015 | Roundtrip Papeete | 10 days
Visiting Moorea, Raiatea, Bora Bora, Nuku Hiva & Rangiroa.

FREE ROUNDTRIP AIR* | TAXES INCLUDED

Sample Offers | From Only $178/day w/ Free Air*

w/ AIR* from $2,499

w/ AIR* from $2,299

w/ AIR* from $4,999

Veranda w/ AIR* from $3,999

Oceanview w/ AIR* from $4,899

Oceanview w/ AIR* from $3,299

w/ AIR* from $5,799

w/ AIR* from $5,199

Veranda w/ AIR* from $4,999

w/ AIR* from $3,999

SAVE THOUSANDS

BEST DINING & BEST SUITES
- Cruise Critic 2013 Editors Picks

Hosted by President Sanjay Goel

FROM
$3,999USD

FROM
$4,099USD

OCEANVIEW
FROM

$2,599USD

Beat the Price

Increase.

BOOK TODAY!BEST DINING & BEST SUITES

Caribbean with FREE AIR*
Nov 11, 2014
12 days | Miami To San Juan

Panama Canal with FREE AIR*
Aug 29, 2014
18days|SanFranciscoToNewYork

TAHITI with FREE AIR*
Mar 15, 2015 onboard Marina
10 days | Roundtrip Papeete
Visiting Moorea, Raiatea, Bora Bora,
Nuku Hiva & Rangiroa.

Visiting Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Chiapas,
Puntarenas, Panama Canal,
Cartagena & Norfolk.

Visiting Philipsburg, Gustavia, St. John’s,
Roseau, Bridgetown, St. George’s, Fort
de France, Basseterre & Tortola.

Includes
• FREE Round-trip Air*
• FREE Prepaid Gratuities
• Cocktail Parties
• Special Events & more!

Oceania Cruises Fares in USD per person, include taxes, based on twin sharing. *Air is from Vancouver and includes Air taxes. Your World On Sale applies to select sailings ,
new bookings only, and may not be combinable with other promotions. +Your World Savings Offer (Free Pre-Paid Gratuities, Unlimited Internet package, Shipboard credit is per
stateroom, reduced deposit is for select sailings.) “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only. Cruise Lines reserves
the right to charge a fuel supplement without prior notice, including on fully paid bookings. Cruise Connections reserves the right to correct errors and omissions.All rates &
sailings subject to change & availability at time of booking. BPCPA #28364

1-866-630-WAVE
www.Cruise-Connections.com

Guaranteed Lowest price
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